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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) |EI Claim(s) 43-62.64 and 66-83 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: the specification does not disclose the vertical forend grip for integration 
with an unaltered host weapon or what applicant considers an unaltered host weapon. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 43-55 and 66-83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims are indefinite in that the recite the multipurpose 
forend grip for integration with an unaltered host weapon, it is not clear to the examiner what is 
considered an unaltered host weapon in that the specification has not disclosed what applicant 
considers an unaltered host weapon but appears to actually show an altered host weapon. The 
specification and figures show a grenade launcher attached to a firearm, which the examiner 
would consider an altered weapon. Furthermore, it is not clear if an unaltered weapon would 
include one without accessories or would include one without any internal modifications from an 
original design and it is not clear how one of ordinary skill would determine what modifications 
would constitute alterations. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 43-60, 64, and 66-81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Kim (US Patent Application Publication # 2002/0100204). Kim discloses a 
multipurpose vertical forend grip assembly comprising: 

A hand grip/elongate handle (reference 36), 

A weapon receiving fixture/actuatable weapon receiving structure (reference 32, 34) and 
an accessory module/light module (reference 40), the weapon receiving fixture extending 
from the hand grip and having the ability for selective cooperative engagement with a 
portion of a weapon for securing the assembly to the weapon and having the ability for 
tensioned engagement with a portion of a weapon, the accessory module supported by a 
portion of the hand grip (Figure 3). 

Including an illumination device (reference 30) at least partially retained within a 
housing/sleeve (reference 40), the light module residing in a plane exterior of a plane 
delimited by the hand grip/vertically off-set from a longitudinal centerline of the hand 
grip (Figure 1). 

A portion of a light emitting end of the illumination device extends beyond the sleeve of 
the light module. The illumination device includes an activation switch (reference 96), a 
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portion of a switch end of the illumination device extends beyond the sleeve. (See Figure 
3). 

The illumination device includes a remotely positional activation switch supported on the 
hand grip (reference 92, 94). 

The light module includes a separable personal illumination device. 

The hand grip includes a concealed stowage compartment; a reversibly securable end cap 

(reference 116) permits access to the concealed stowage compartment. 

The weapon receiving fixture includes an actuatable jaw (reference 34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 61, 62, 82 and 83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kim. Although Kim does not expressly disclose the actuatable jaw having the ability for receipt 
about a portion/a rib of a grenade launcher of a weapon, it is obvious that the device of Kim 
could be used on a grenade launcher in that it is well known in the art for grenade launchers to 
have rail/rib interface devices such as that shown in Kim (reference 14) to which the grip 
assembly has the ability to attach to. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michelle (Shelley) Clement whose telephone number is 
571.272.6884. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on 571.272.6873. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michelle (Shelley) Clement/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3641 



